Science Engagement for the 21stCentury



OVERVIEW

Scitopia Chicago is overseen by the
Scitopia Foundation, a 501(c)(3) not
for profit educational organization.

Architecture for Public Benefit
Design, illustrations & renderings

apbdesign.org

The mission of Scitopia Chicago is teen self-realization in science through
innovative hands-on learning & community revitalization inspired by a free,
resource-rich public destination.

VISION

The vision of Scitopia Chicago is for youth on Chicago’s southwest side to
discover the wonder and excitement of science & for Washington Park to return
to the spotlight as a vibrant neighborhood destination.
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AIMS

Learning in Community

Scitopia Chicago’s overarching model is “learning in community.”

STEM Redux

Scitopia Chicago redefines “STEM for the 215t Century” placing the focus
on with hands-on learning, environment and climate, and today’s media
landscape.

Science Media
Spanning disciplines Powerpoints to podcasts

Tinkering Environment
Intensively hands-on Ecosystems to climate

EcolLab teens wade in to investigate the health of Washington Park’s lagoon.

Public announcement and launch of Scitopia Chicago

Left to right: Carla Rogers, Senator Hunter’s Office; Ald. Pat Dowell, Ward 3; Prof. Paul
Sereno, Scitopia Chicago; Cecilia Butler, WP Residents’ Advocacy Council; Principal
Lauren Norwood, Burke Elementary; Rev. Jesse Knox Church of the Good Shepherd



LOCATION NEIGHBORHOOD VIEW
CITY VIEW

TODAY
Scitopia Chicago lies within a transit corridor including
two CTA rail lines, an expressway, major avenues and a
boulevard corridor.
2029

Scitopia Chicago, located in the heart of the Washington Park neighborhood,
lies at the center of one of Chicago’s envisioned transit hubs (eTOD), with
some 5 million passengers passing by annually along Garfield Boulevard or

the CTA’s Green Line.
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DESIGN

LAYOUT & FUNCTION

World’s first carbon-neutral, net-zero-energy

(LEED Platinum) public science destination Makerl abs MakerPlace Lost World

\

I \ Solarium

Visions: exhibition and event space showcasing
the neighborhood’s 1950s jazz scene
Lost World: unique Africa-themed museum-

conservatory-vivarium

Golden Lily Cafe, a place to relax, connect or
seek library resources.

Imaginarium: Teen protected work and hangout
areas and project resources.

MakerPlace: event space with MakerLabs, a Golden Lily Cafe Imaginarium Visions

Solarium to engage horticulture activities, and
canopy views of the Lost World Skyway.



Lost World

This student-tended wonderland is a unique
conservatory-vivarium-museum that for the first
time brings together West Africa’s iconic living
and extinct species.



Visions Organization

A look back at the neighborhood’s history featuring Washington
Park & Black Jazz scene in the 1950’s

Scitopia Foundation
Board of Directors

Washington Park Advisory Committee

community Groups SCitOpia Chicago Mayor’s Office, Aldermen,
Executive Director University of Chicago

+ Development Director

Department of STEM

Group Programs &

Maintenance &

ScjCafé Core Programs PaleoBiome .
+ Events | Security
|
Manager Manager
9 ) 9 ) Contracted
+ Program Coordinator + Program Coordinator Services
+ Student Advisor + Events Coordinator

Café Service
contract/lease

PaleoLab |
Flexible teaching spaces for paleontology to cosmology with tools CO I'r1 d or Part ners

and equipment and a counter for interactive demonstrations



Investing In the future
of Chicago’s youth

e Education increases earning potential &
economic mobility

e 31% WPN residents have school-age children

e 25% WPN residents have a child <18 years
of age

e \WPN ranks 43 among Chicago’s 77
neighborhoods in high school graduation rate

e \WPN is in need of science-focused
extracurricular programming

e \WPN has no library, e-café or family

destination

WPN = Washington Park Neighborhood



Community Benefits

Teens

e Science programs/library/makerspaces
e Imaginarium safe, healthy hang-out space
e Internship & job opportunities

e Personalized recommendations

e Field trip & park excursions

Adults

e Online resources

e Meeting room

e Adult education lecture series

e New jobs (admin, operations & program staff)

Families

e EXxciting free destination with dinosaurs
e Africa-themed Lost World conservatory &
vivarium

e |Informal, experiential science learning



Community Benefits

WP Schools

e Class visitation

e Internships & teacher training in STEM
subjects

e School partnerships

WP Neighborhood

e Anchor for outside visitors/revenue

e Neighborhood museum featuring the WP’s
1950’s jazz scene, WP sights, WP parkland
landscape

e Indoor Greenspace for year-round visitation
featuring West Africa through deep time

e After hours earned revenue event space

e Construction contract work with neighborhood
focus



	SCITOPIA®
	Slide2
	AIMS
	LOCATION
	DESIGN
	Slide6
	Slide7
	Investing in the future of Chicago’s youth 
	Community Benefits
	Community Benefits

