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3rd Ward Proposed Development Site History & Background 

The site was originally home to Helen J. McCorkle Elementary School, established in 1963 in Chicago’s 
historic Bronzeville neighborhood. For decades, it primarily served children from the nearby Robert 
Taylor Homes, a Chicago Housing Authority development, and offered education from pre-kindergarten 
through 8th grade. In the spring of 2010, then-CPS Superintendent Ron Huberman and the Chicago 
Public Schools Board of Education announced the closure of the underutilized school. Following the 
demolition of the last Taylor Homes buildings in 2007, McCorkle Elementary officially closed its doors in 
2011. 
 
For more than 16 years, the property has sat vacant, deteriorating into an eyesore for local residents. 
The building has suffered from vandalism and has often been used as temporary shelter by unhoused 
individuals. 
 
Once a cornerstone of the Bronzeville community, the school was known for educating, supporting, and 
empowering families for nearly five decades. It graduated and nurtured thousands of young students, 
leaving behind a legacy of early childhood education in one of Chicago’s most historic neighborhoods. 



TRECC Proposed Project Needs Planned Development Approval 

Chicago Hip Hop Heritage Museum 

Technology & Sports Hub Arena, 
Drones-Robotics 

Sesenergi Eco Solutions 
Southside Renewable Energy 

 Workforce Center 

Community Sports Facilities: 
For Non-profits, Schools, 
And service providers of  

Violence Prevention programs 

A Hilton Home-2-Suites Hotel; Community 

Center, Meeting Rooms & Event Space 

Community Solar & Wind Farm,  
Virtual Power Plant 

This transformative initiative focuses on the new construction and adaptive redevelopment of a former 
Chicago Public Schools elementary school. The current zoning is a combination of commercial and 
residential, but does not allow for a Museum, Hotel, Community Center, and other project features. 
Changing the existing zoning is necessary to allow for the operations of all the features of the TRECC 
Global Campus for Youth & Families. To make TRECC a reality, we need to secure the Planned 
Development Commission approval and then City Council of Chicago final approval.  

The TRECC Global Campus for Youth & Families Operations will feature the following: 



TRECC 
Development TEAM 

Law Firm 

(Bronzeville Raised Black 

Real-Estate Attorney) 

Civil Engineer 

(Local Black Owned)  

City Zoning 

Advisor 

(Local Black Owned) 

General Contractor 

(50% Minimum Minority 

Participation -UJAMAA) 

Development & 

Ownership 

(Local Black Non-Profit) 

Architect 

Nixon Peabody LLP Engage Civil 

Strategic 

Precision 

Management  

Leopardo - 

UJAMAA 

Construction 

TRECC Community 

Development Foundation 
Norr Inc.

nixonpeabody.com www.engagecivil.com  

leopardo.com 
www.ujamaaconstr

uction.com  
trecclife.org norr.com 



Economic Workforce and Impact 

This transformative development will fuel local economic growth by creating 

between 130 and 180 construction jobs and generating over one million 

construction workforce hours.  

After construction it will provide at minimum 63 permanent positions. 

Including 29 careers in hospitality, 6 (12) automated parking system careers, 

12 opportunities within the community center, 10 positions at the museum, 

and 6 clean technology jobs with Sesenergi. The monthly traffic from families 

will offer new customers for surrounding businesses from the monthly 

basketball & volleyball tournaments. 

In addition, the project will create ongoing opportunities for Bronzeville 

businesses as vendors and service providers for the TRECC Campus in areas 

such as window washing, landscaping, private security, trash and snow 

removal, janitorial services, and many more ensuring that the economic 

impact extends far beyond the construction and permanent jobs. 



TRECC Community and Social Impact  

3rd Ward Community Benefits 

Available to all 3rd Ward CPS 
Elementary Schools 

Available to all 3rd Ward 
CPS High Schools 

Indoor Track and Custom Programing for all 
3rd Ward & Southside Senior Citizen Complexes 

Available to all Southside 
Not for profit organizations 

Available to all Not for Profit 
Private Schools in Bronzeville 

Our facility will be a new pillar and accessible beacon for education, recreation, and community growth. We will offer 
complimentary athletic facilities to CPS schools and nonprofit organizations across Chicago. Providing space for sports, 
community events, birthday parties, art classes, and year-round activities for people of all ages. The TRECC campus will offer 
diverse spaces to our mutual aid partnerships in hosting meaningful programming for school-aged children that addresses 
challenges like gun violence, youth violence, and bullying. TRECC will offer STEM and technology focused workforce training 
cohorts in partnership with Sesenergi Eco Solutions, while teaching life-saving skills. 
 
TRECC is more than just a recreational hub—it is a cornerstone for community support. Through food drives, partnerships with 
local schools, and collaboration with CPS Parent University groups, we will connect families to vital resources, educational 
programs, and food assistance. Anchored by a multi-million-dollar investment spanning an entire city block from State and 
Wabash to 44th and 45th Streets, our facility will serve as a trusted space for schools, nonprofits, and community organizations, 
creating lasting opportunities and hope for generations to come. 



TRECC Community and Social Impact  

3rd Ward Community Benefits through Sports & Technology Programs 

BYF Sports Basketball - Girls Youth 
Programs & Annual Regional and 
National Tournaments 

MacErving Fire Basketball – Boys 
Regional and National Tournaments 

High School Girls Volleyball 
Tournaments; Professional Women’s 
Volleyball Leagues  

ISPRO Academy Programming 

Team Prodigy Basketball Program 

ACGI Basketball League 

The BIGS Sports Media Programs 

Soul Selectors Worldwide Programs & Training 

MAC Athletics Programs 

TRECC will provide a permanent home for local nonprofit organizations, establishing a safe and supportive environment where youth 
can thrive. Within this space, mentorship programs will focus on building essential life skills and preparing individuals for future 
academic, career, and personal success. The campus will also feature robust recreational opportunities for both youth and seniors, 
including basketball, volleyball, track, and technology expos.  
 
As a hub for athletics and community engagement, the campus will host National, Regional, and Local Girls & Boys Basketball and 
Volleyball Tournaments throughout the year. With monthly tournaments bringing vibrant activity and opportunity to the community.  
 
Below are some of the organizations committed to utilizing the TRECC Sports & Technology facilities. 























PHASE I

TRECC Phase I and Phase II Highlights  

• Community Center 

• Museum 

• Sports & Technology Hub 

• Renewable Energy Workforce Center 

• Hotel & Retail 

(New Construction -16 to 18 months) 

• Auto ParkIt Garage & EV Charging  

• Microgrid 

• 1-2 MW Rooftop Solar & Wind Farm 

• Commercial Solar Training Site 

PHASE II 
(New Construction -8 months) 































We welcome the 
support of all 3rd

Ward residents to 
make this a reality.

Thank You!
TRECCLIFE.ORG




